Ask: What kind of pattern do you see in these words?
Take audience responses.
Respond: These are the words that define 21st century skills. This is a Wordle (free online
tool) created using the text from the definition of 21st century skills as defined by the
Colorado Department of Education. CDE has determined that these are essential for
student success in higher education and the workforce.
workforce
These also happen to be the skills that today’s school librarian helps students to develop
through collaboration with classrooms teachers. We (I) help teachers to develop learning
opportunities that give students time and support to develop these skills. Together, we
plan, teach and assess not just content knowledge, but important skills of information
literacy, self‐direction, critical thinking, invention, and collaboration.

1

Information literacy is one of the 21st Century Skills identified by the Colorado Department
of Education.
Helping students to develop information literacy is a primary responsibility for school
librarians. We teach students to identify their information need, find and access
appropriate resources to meet that need, evaluate the information for authority, accuracy,
and relevance – a crucial skill in today’s world, and then help use that information
appropriately and creatively.
creatively
We also help teachers to include the other 21st century skills in units that we plan, co‐
teach, and assess as a team.

21st Century Skills = Workforce Readiness.
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Dr. Stephen Krashen has done an enormous amount of research to identify what are the
most important elements to improve reading achievement, or literacy for students. (If you
own a copy – hold up The Power of Reading.)
The bottom line is that children become better readers by reading more. The library is a
major source of books for children.

3

What parent doesn’t want their child to be a better reader? This is an important mission of
our library.

4

>>Insert appropriate comment here. Replace the x with your library’s statistic
If wanted ‐ replace picture with one from your library.
•Our school Is fortunate to have x books per student – above average for Colorado
(elementary –middle – high) schools.
•Our school is still building its collection. We currently have x books per student. The
support from the administration has been wonderful.
wonderful They recognize the need to provide a
quality library for students.
•Our collection is aging. We currently have X books per student, and the average copyright
year is x. As a professional, I am working with our administration to brainstorm ways we
can improve the library. Any support you can give is greatly appreciated.

5

REPLACE PICTURE WITH ONE FROM YOUR LIBRARY HERE
But research done on school libraries goes beyond just looking at the collection of
materials housed there. The important thing identified by numerous studies in the United
States and abroad is that having a professional school librarian and adequate staff are key.
If appropriate –say
So when you have an opportunity, be sure and thank ___________(your principal or
appropriate district official) for his/her support in assuring that our library has such a great
staff to serve your children!
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REPLACE PICTURE WITH ONE FROM YOUR LIBRARY HERE

7

REPLACE PICTURE WITH ONE FROM YOUR LIBRARY HERE
(THE QUOTE BELOW MAY BE TOO WORDY FOR PARENT GROUPS BUT UNDERSTANDABLE
FOR STAFF GROUPS. For parent groups –just relate a story or two to one or two bullet points
– this is a chance to give that “warm fuzzy” feeling)
“The library media center is the most natural venue in schools for
differentiation integration of technology,
differentiation,
technology and collaboration.
collaboration In recent years
years,
state and national standards for information literacy and technology have
delineated a framework for what students are expected to know and be able to
do as a result of their work in the library media center. Noted education
researchers, system leaders, and authors as well as foundations have further
bolstered the importance of the library media center as an integral part of 21st
century learning so that students are prepared for the demands of the
workplace. There has never been a more exciting or potentially powerful time
to be a library media specialist.”
‐Allison Zmuda Where Does Your Authority Come From? Empowering the Library Media
Specialist as a True Partner in Student Achievement.
Author of:
The Competent Classroom
High Stakes High School: A Guide for the Perplexed Parents
Faculty member in the Understanding by Design cadre
Consultant for Education Connection
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REPLACE PICTURE WITH ONE FROM YOUR LIBRARY HERE

9

Replace with picture from your own library.

10

Replace with screenprint from your website, blog or wiki.

11

Replace picture with one from your library.

Differentiating for Process
Think about your own research process…(pause)
We all approach our information needs differently,
differently based on learning styles as well as skill
level.
I provide the ideas, support and tools to help students get beyond the gathering of
information stage – to synthesis and understanding. Tools such as
•Graphic organizers
•Question prompts
•Checklists
•Peer support and collaboration opportunities
•Conferencing – in other words – offer my time, one on one to help them think through the
research process

12

Replace picture with one from your library.
Now –think back to when you were in school. When you did a research project, what did the final
product usually look like?
(Get some responses)
New technologies have totally changed all of that. Even in the last year or two –we have moved
beyond PowerPoint and brochures using publishing software to many more exciting options
utilizing Web 2
2.0
0 Tools such as
(list Web 2.0 tools you teach to students such as blogs, wikis, comic book creators, Animoto or other
movie making software, Voicethread, etc.)
I use these tools to showcase many of the library resources – as well as to serve as models for
students of the potential end product to showcase their learning – of course, after working with the
teacher to negotiate for this kind of flexibility for students to demonstrate their learning!
I provide the tools and space for students to rehearse their presentations
presentations, and assist them with
presentation styles – providing the kind of one on one help that they can’t often receive in the
classroom.
(if appropriate include this statement):
I provide students with authentic venues to share their learning – giving them an opportunity to
share their products and learning outside of the classroom, such as … (give example)
Giving students the ability to choose the form their final product will take helps build creativity
skills, and engages them by appealing to their particular learning styles and interests.
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Replace picture with one from your library.
Who thinks the library is a classroom?
‐Maybe not in the traditional sense, but if you define classroom as a place where learning
occurs, it certainly fits that description.
Dr David Loertscher,
Dr.
Loertscher Professor,
Professor School of Library and Information Science,
Science San José State
University, developed the concept of “learning commons” – which better describes today’s
library – full of activity as students pursue their learning in ways that best meet their
learning styles. This is the heart of differentiation.
(point around the room and describe your library set up)
Here, students can find a learning laboratory, an exhibition hall, a personal work space, a
digital camera to check out and create a presentation with, a fully equipped conference
room to practice their presentations, a fully‐loaded multimedia computer to create their
presentation….
No matter what the information or learning need – our library – with the help of the library
staff can help meet that need.

14

Replace picture with one from your library.

15

How many of you would say you’re pretty good at searching for and finding good
information?
How many think your student would say they are pretty good at searching for information?
(Walk parents through a typical lesson on searching for information on the Internet – tell
how students react and perform the simple task – or – click on Web Search strategies in
Plain English on slide ‐links to You Tube video)
Did you learn anything new?
And this is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the skills needed to effectively
navigate the information rich world. Students need to be taught how to evaluate that
information, and use it appropriately. This is my core curriculum.
(hold up)The AASL standards for the 21st century learner provide a blueprint of the skills,
dispositions in action, and even student responsibilities and self reflection tools that are my
guide in preparing your students for future success.
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CUSTOMIZE THIS SLIDE WITH YOUR LIBRARY STATISTICS AND CSAP INFORMATION IF
AVAILABLE
(You might want to use “clickers” if these are available to you)
Do you want to know how much our library is used?
Let’ss see what people in the room think!
Let
•(this averages x items per student!)
•We couldn’t do this without our support staff! Our support staff provides critical support to
assure all students needs are met
•Last bullet – read from CSAP item map some of the skills that were most difficult in CO
(Reading Standard 5 items – last page of item map
(http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csap/csap_item_maps.html) are items
that were most difficult)
Possible statement?
Our students scored higher on information literacy related items than this data indicates.
•Our
Why? Because I teach, assess and monitor these skills for our students, through
collaboration with classroom teachers on research projects
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We are fortunate to have …our primary goal remains unchanged. That is to provide…[insert mission
statement/goal statement here]
[or]
Our staff did get cut this year – our district [or school] had to make difficult decisions with dwindling funds.
We are doing our best with less support staff to be able to manage multiple learning tasks and provide the
help students need. But our primary goal remains unchanged. That is to provide…[insert mission
statement/goal statement here]
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
We wanted you to be aware of what we do to help all students develop 21st century skills. Hopefully, you
have learned this isn
isn’tt anything like the library in your school when you were growing up! We have evolved as
the information landscape has evolved to meet the ever changing and more complex needs of students in
today’s information rich and connected world.
The sad thing is that across the state, some schools have been less fortunate – with more drastic cuts to the
library program. You have to wonder…
In these schools, who will teach the children how to effectively search for information?
In these schools, who will teach them how to discern the good information from the bad –or the questionable?
In these schools
schools, who
ho will
ill model for the children ho
how to persist in their information
information‐seeking
seeking tasks?
In these schools, who will select engaging books that can capture the imagination of students and promote a
lifelong joy of reading? …“
We started this presentation by showing you a Wordle featuring the words and ideas in Colorado’s 21st
century skills. (click wordle to be taken back to first slide – then click that wordle to come back here) These
words represent the qualities of a lifelong learner –the qualities our library staff models and helps develop in
students: thinking, questioning, seeking knowledge, and growing.
Thank you – for your support, and for allowing me to help your students along their path to lifelong learning.
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